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In 1965, Kyoto University’s Institute for Research in Humanities

(Zinbunken) founded the Documentation Center for Oriental

Studies. The center was later reorganized as the Documentation
and Information Center for Chinese Studies and then the
Center for Informatics in East Asian Studies (CIEAS) while

maintainingits core focus of research on and computerization of

Sinographic historical materials. In 2010, Zinbunken launched
the Miyako Academic Resources Research and Utilization
Project, a separate initiative to collect and organize materials
on modern Japanese society held by corporations, groups, and

individuals. However, due to the vast quantity of surviving
documents, computerization efforts have fallen behind schedule,
and scholarly resources vital for future research in humanities
are at risk of being lost forever.

Accordingly, Zinbunken decided to reorganize the CIEAS
in 2023 to create the Center for Innovative Informatics of the
Humanities (CIIH). The new center’s scope will be expanded to
include modern historical materials of every kind, and decades
of institutional experience and knowledge will be put to use
computerizing and disseminating scholarly resources with a

broad range of potential applications.

The CIITH will not only develop new methods for computer-
izinga diverse range of scholarly resources in the humanities, from
historical documents transmitted from ancient China to materials
from modern Japanese society, it will also emphasize collaboration
outside academia. Researchers will work together with citizens
from every walk of life to examine historical documents together
and share them with society in order to create the new value our
modern age needs. The ultimate goalis to establish a new model of
co-creation for humanities research.

Projects and Initiatives

I_ Platform for Research in
Informatics of the Humanities

I_Research Section for Sinographic

0u|tura| Research Historical Materials

Methodologies Division The ClIH will continue to hold the bulk of Zinbunken’s collection of
Chinese books. The center library offers facilities for visitors to view
and copy materials, including academic journals. These library’s
Chinese holdings are divided into two sections containing traditional
Cultural processes and contemporary books, respectively. The former are shelved
— e . according to the standard four-category system—Confucian
Division classics, history, philosophy, and literature—plus a fifth category for
congshu series. The center’s collection currently includes nearly
400,000 volumes, making it one of the leading libraries of its kind in
terms of both quantity and quality. Surveying and researching these
texts handed down from China remains an ongoing project for the
Research Section for Sinographic Historical Materials.

Cultural Interrelationships
Division

Cultural Representation l_Research Section for Modern Historical Materials

Division
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The Platform for Research in Informatics of the
Humanities develops and operates the various
databases and digital archives underlying the
center’s information dissemination program. It is
also responsible for maintaining and expanding
existing databases like the Oriental Studies
Digital Library. The platform is a foundation for
humanities informatics, but its methods of
communication are not exclusively digital, and
anything from traditional approaches like
publications to innovative bidirectional systems
might be incorporated as the platform develops
an informatics of the humanities of use not only
to academics but also to society at large.

Cultural Composition
Division
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Research Center for Modern
and Contemporary China

The Research Section for Modern Historical Materials continues the work of the

Miyako Academic Resources Research and Utilization Project, collaborating with private
individuals and organizations to organize and preserve materials at risk of dispersal or destruction held
by corporations, academic institutions, artists, religious organizations, and local communities, and make
these available as cultural and scholarly materials. The section uses community colleges and other
channels to combine knowledge from inside and outside academia, contribute to cultural innovation,
and empower citizens to contribute to regional vitalization.




